g  THE 

Ideclaration 

OF  THE 

Lords  and  Commons 

la  Parliament  affemblcd, 

Concerng  His  Maiestie  J 

{everall  Meflagcs  about  the 
Militia. 


With  an  Orderofthe  Lords  arid  Commons, 
touching  the  Mitith  of  the  Citic 
of  I,0?{pON. 

Iovis  j.  Maii.  164*. 
I  Ordered hy  the  Lords and Comm.  n  trembled  in  Par  Ha- ! 
mentjhtt  this  VtcUrttwi ftdJl  be frrthmthpubhjhei  , 
*nd  Fritted.  I 
Iohn.  Browne  Cleric. 
ParLamemorum,  | 


Linden,  Printed  for  I.T.    164%.  X 
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DJE  IOVIS**- 

Maii.  i  6  4  2. 

He  Lords  and  Commons  holding 
it  necefTary  for  the  peace  and  fafe- 
ty  of  this  Kingdomc  to  fettle  the 
MiH$U  thereof  ,  did  for  that  pur- 
_  pole  prepare  an  Ordinance  of  Par- 
lament,  and  withall  humility  did  prefent  the 
fame  to  His  Maiefty  for  hisRoyall  aflcnt>  Who 
notwithftanding  the  f aithfull  advice  of  His  Parli- 
ament, and  the  fcverall  reafbns  offered  by  them  of 
the  neceflity  thereof,  for  the  iccuringof  His  Ma- 
iefties  Pcrfon,  and  the  Peace  and  fafety  of  his  pec* 
pie,  did  refufe  to  give  His  confent,  and  thereupon 
they  we^e  ncccflitated,  in  difcharge  of  the  truft 
repofedinthem  as  there  prefentative  body  of  the* 
Kingdome,  to  make  an  Ordinance  by  Authority 
of  both  Houfcs,  to  fettle  the  Milituy  warranted 
thercreumo  by  the  fundamental!  Lawes  of  the 
Land.  His  Maieftie  taking  notice  thereof,  did  by 
fcvcrall  Mcflages  invite  them  to  fettle  the  fame  by 
Aft  of  Parliament^  affirming  in  His  Maieftics 
A  a  Mcf- 
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Meffagc  fent  in  anfwcr  to  the  Petition  of  both 
Houfes  prefentcd  t©  his  Maieftie atf  Torke,  March 
24.  that  hec  al  waies  thought  it  ncceffasy  the  fame 
fhould  beefetled,  and  that  hee  never  denied  the 
thing,  onelydenyed  the  way  :  and  for  the  matter 
ofit,  tookq  exceptions onely  to  thapre£ace,r  as  a 
thing  not  (landing  with  Jii$  Honour  to  confers 
to,  and  that  Hiraielfe  was  excluded  in  the  execu- 
tion, and  for  atimeun^imU  d:  Whereupon  the 
Lords  &  Coramos  beeing  defirous  to  give  hist"  Ma- 
kftie  all  fatisfatf  ion  that  might  be,evaaa the  leaft- 
tittle  of  form  circumftance  •  and  when  his  Ma- 
ieftie was  pleafed  to  offer  them  a  Bill  ready  drawn, 
did  for  no  other  caafe  then  to  man :R  ft  their  hear- 
ty afft&ion  to  comply  wich  his  Vlaiefttes  dt  fires, 
Srobtaine  his  confent,  entertain,  thv  Omr,and  in 
the  meane  time  no  way  declining  their  Ordinance, 
and  to  expreffe  their  earneft  zeale  to  corcfp  >nd 
With  His  Maiefties  defire  (in  all  thin  s  that  mfg  c 
eonffflrwith  the  peace  and  fafttyof  the  Kircgdfime, 
and  the  truft  repdfed  in  th^m^  didpaffe  rEir  8ilJ5 
and  therein  omitted  the  preamble  nferred  Before 
the  Ordinance*  limited  the  time  to  idfet hen' t  wo 
yeares,  and  confined  the  authoritjrof  the  Lieu, 
tenants  to  thefe  three  particulars,  rfaincly  Rebel- 
lion ,  Infurrcdion ,  and  forraigne  Invafibri,  alnd 
returned  the  fame  to  His  Maieftie  for  Hlsroyall 
affent.  But  all  thefc  expreffions  of  affefti'on  and 
toyalty,  all  thofe  defires  and  earffeft  eadqavours  to 
comply  with  His  Maieftie  ,  hatfr  ^^o  thtlrgrekt 
freifc  mi  forrow  f  paused  *o  better  efifcdte 

then 


then  an  abfolute  denyall,  evert  of  that  which  Hi* 
Makfty  by  Hii  former  Meflages  ,  as  weeonceivej 
had  promifed;  the  advice  of  cvill  and  wicked  coufi- 
fcls  y  receiving  (till  more  credit  With  Him ,  theft 
that  of  His  great  Counfcll  of  Parliament,  in  a  mat- 
tcr  of  fo  high  importmce,  that  the  fafety  of  His 
Kingdoa&e,  and  the  peace  of  His  people  depends 
upon  it. 

Bat  now  wh*t  muft  be  the  exceptions  to  this 
Bills  notanyfure,  rha?t  was  to  the  Ordinance ; 
foe  a  care  was  t^kca  to  give  facisfa&ion  m  all  thefe 
particulars:  Then  she  exceptions  was  beCanfe 
that  thedifpofr  .g  and  execution  thereof  was  re- 
fered  to  both  Houfe-  of  Parliament  5  and' His  Ma- 
jeftte excluded  :  andne'  v  that  by  the  Bill,  the 
power  and  execution  hafTeitaintfd  5  and  reduced 
to  particulars  and  the  Law  of  the  Realme  made  the 
rule  thereof  5  His  Majeftie  will  not  -tfuft  the  Per- 
fons.  The  power  is  too  great,  to  unlimited  to 
truft them  with.  But  what  is  that  power  *  Is  it 
any  other,  bti^p  expreffe  terms  to  fuppreffe Re- 
bellion, Infurrefiion ,  and  forraigne  invafion5 
And  who  are  thofe  perfons  ?  are  they  no  t  fuch  as 
were  nominated  by  the  great  Counfcll  of  the 
Kingdome,  and'aflented  to  by  HisMajcfty.  And 
is  it  too  great  a  power  to  mfi  thdft  perfons  with 
tbefuppreffion  of  Rebellion  3  Infurreclion,  and 
forraigne  Invafion  ?  furely  the  moft  wicked  of 
the;*  that  advifed  His  Nfajc%to  thfe  AWfwer  cixi- 
notibggiff,-  butth^  if  iVn^cffity  fW  rttfftfety 
of  Hi$l*i)eftiwRb^ PftKfa',  ahdthcpeaeecf 
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the.Kingdome*.  fuch  a  power  fhould  be  put  m 
fomc  hands,   An4  there  is  no  pretence  of  excep- 
tion to  the  perfons*   His  Maiefty  for  the  fpace  of 
above  fifteene  yeares  together  ,  thought  not  a 
power  farre  exceeding  this  to  be  too  great  to  in- 
truft  particular  perfons  with ,  towhofc  will  the 
Lives  and  Liberties  of  His  People  by  Martiail 
Lawes  were  made  fubicd,  for  fuch  was  the  power 
given  to  Lord  Lievtenants ,  and  Deputy  Lievte- 
nants  in  every  County  of  this  Kingdoms,  and  that 
without  tneconfeat  of  His  people,  or  Authority 
of  Law.   But  now  in  cafe  of  extreame  neceffity 
upon  the  advice  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  for 
no  longer  fpace  then  two  yeares ,  a  leffcr  power 
and  that  for  the  fafety  of  King  and  People  ,  if 
thought  too  great  to  truft  particular  perfoni  with 
though  named  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  & 
andaproved  of  by  His  Maiefty  himfelfe.  Andfure^ 
ly  if  there  beancceffity  to  fettle  the  tMILfriA 
(which  his  Maiefty  was pleafcd  toconfeffe)  the 
ptrfons  cannot  be  intruded  withlejjfc  power  then 
then  this  to  have  it  all  cffe&ualL    And  the  Prefi- 
dents  of  former  Ages  when  there  hapned  a  neceffi- 
ty to  raifc  fuch  a  power,  never  ftraightned  that 
power  to  a  narrower  compafle ,  Witneffc  tht 
.    Commiflfions  of  Array  in  fevcrall  Kings  Raignes 
and  often  iffaed  out  by  the  confent  and  Authority 
of  Parliament*   The  Lords  and  Commons  there- 
fore  intruded  with  the  fafety  of  the  Kingdome 
an4  peace  of  the  people,  (  which  they  call  GOD 
to  witneffe  is  their  ©nely  Aimc)  finding  thcmfcl- 
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ves  denied  thefe  their  foneceffary,  and  iuft  de- 
mands ,  and  that  they  can  never  be  difcharced  be- 
fore God  or  Man  iftheyfhould  fufferthcfafetyof 
theKingdomeand  peace  of  the  people,  to  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  malice  of  the  Malignant  party  at 
Home,  or  the  fury  of  Enemies  from  abroad.  And 
knowing  no  other  way  to  encounter  the  imminent 


pie  into  a  fit  pofture  of  defence ,  and  doe  relolvc 
to  put  their  faid  Or  dm  wet  inprefent  Execution  5 
and  doe  require  all  perfons  in  Authority,  by  vertue 
of  the  faid  Ordiiuna  forthwith  to  put  the  lame  in 
Execution,  andal!  others  to  obey  it,  according 
to  the  fundamentall  Lawesof  the  Kingdom  ra/uch 
cafes ,  as  they  tender  the  upholding  of  the  tru<? 
Protcftant  Religion,  the  fafcty  of  HisMaicftic$ 
Pcrfon,  andHisKoyallPoftcrity,  the  peace  ouha 
Kingdomc,  aad  the  being  of  this  Common* 
wealth* 


and  approching  danger ,  but  by  putting  th< 


j\Y*fl?  "Die 


Die  Marcis^Maii. 

164. 2.  / 

/~\Rderedby  the  tords  an<l  commons  in  Parli- 
*^aroent  aiftmbled  I  That  the  Perfons  intruftcd 
with  the  ordering  of  the  \Miiitia  of  the  Citie :.pf 
•London*  (hall  have  power  to  draw  the  Trained 
Bairds  pf  the  Citty  inro  filch  u(uall  and  conve- 
riieflt^ccs  Within  three  miles  of  the  feid  of 
City  >  •»  to  them  from  time  to  time  fliall  feemc 
fit, for  the  training  and  exercifing  of  the  Souidiers? 
And  that  thciaia  Souldiers  upon  Summons  fhall 
from  time  to  time  appeare,  and  not  deparffrom 
their  Colours  without  the  coufent  of  their  Offi- 
cers, as  they  will  Anfwcr  their  cdntempc  to  the 
Parliament. 

:  fehn  ^Browne  Clei\  Tarliam. 
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